
Operation Croydon 

 

Saturday 24th June 

We had a great time walking around Croydon, praying and creatively declaring 
God’s heart for Croydon and blessing people. 

We planned to take groups of children with their leaders from churches in 
Croydon and give them the opportunity to pray and creatively declare God’s 
heart for Croydon. The day started with a time of worship and preparation for 
the day. The children and their leaders then walked around Croydon carrying 
out specific “missions” that released them to share the hope of Heaven; 
bringing love, joy, peace and justice with them wherever they went.  

 

Preparation for the day 

Our morning started with preparation for the day. As children and their 
leaders arrived, we blew up balloons, at least 65 of them! As it was the Croydon 
festival, we thought it would be great to give away balloons to children. 

	

	

When everyone had arrived, we had a time of worship which included a time to 
hear from God. Some of the children heard God for the first time and they 
received amazing words about their	identity in Christ.		



	

	

	

Words included: 

‘You are beautiful’ 

‘You are a good leader’ 

‘You are a Prince’ 

‘You are a brave warrior’ 

It was then time to prepare for outreach. We had news declarations to write, 
boost bars to give stallholders to prepare and key love messages to make. 

 



Boost bars 

Children were asked to write encouraging messages for the market stall holders 
to show them that they are appreciated and valued.		
	

 
	

Messages from the children to the market stall holders included: 
‘Thank you for your stall’ 
‘Thank you for the work you do on your stall’ 
‘Thank you for your all your hard work and what you do for the community’ 
 
The messages and chocolate bars were gladly received and it was a good 
opportunity to spread joy and encouragement among valued members of the 
Croydon community.  
 

Headline News 

The children thought about their hopes and 
dreams for Croydon. They discussed what they 
thought God would want the headlines to say. 

	

	

	



These were some of the children’s examples:  

 

	

	

	

Some more included: 

‘God culture not gang culture!’ 

‘All people healed!’ 



Keys of love 

 

	

	

Before leaving for the outreach mission, the children wrote love messages that 
they received from Jesus to give to people.  

These included: 

‘You are fearfully and wonderfully made’ 
‘God loves you’ 
‘I know the plans I have for you’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Outreach time! 
We left the church after lunch, each 
child equipped with a bag filled with 
their boost bars, key messages of love, 
bookmarks for children, notebooks  for 
their treasure hunt, their headline 
news and of course a bottle of water 
for their journey. We also each had a 
bottle of bubbles that we used as a 
symbol of spreading joy in Croydon.   

	

	

	

	

	

	

 

 

First, we headed for Croydon Minster church, where we had been asked to pray 
for those being ordained and the children being confirmed. On the way, the 
children started to give balloons away. When we arrived at Croydon Minster, we 
left bookmarks for the Children who were getting confirmed and keys of love 
for people who had been ordained.  

	



We went into the church and the children prayed for both groups as we had 
been asked to.		
	

 

 

We then headed to the green near the church and made declarations about 
Croydon from Father God. 

 

Our next stop was CRISIS, a national 
charity for the homeless. One of the 
children lead the prayers for the homeless. 
We prayed for the homeless and declared 
that God would provide homes for those in 
need. 

	

	

 

 

 

 

 



The children then gave out 
boost bars to the stall 
holders. They were so positive 
and one of the stall holders 
asked if we could give them 
balloons for their stall. Even 
though the stall holders were 
very busy they stopped to 
receive the boost bar and 
messages from the children. 

	

	

	

	



We then walked to the Town Hall and grouped together and prayed for the 
staff, councillors and decision makers in Croydon. We prayed for wisdom in the 
decisions that were to be made in Croydon.  

 
Next, we walked to Queens gardens where we went Treasure hunting. The 
majority of the children and adults with us were doing this for the first time 
and were very excited.  We spent some time asking and waiting on God for 
clues, names and descriptions of people and where they would be. 

	

	

The children found treasure straight away they were amazed that the names    
and descriptions that God had given them matched people that they met in the 



gardens. The children were greatly encouraged and it was such a joy to see 
them step out with such Godly confidence.  

	

Our next stop was the library we stood outside Croydon Cenotaph and declared 
peace and joy.		
	

 
 

We then walked to the bridge overseeing Surrey street market and declared 
God’s love for Croydon. We blew bubbles to declare God’s love for Croydon and 
to spread God’s joy.  
	



	

	

Overlooking the market……… 
	

	

 
 

 

Our final part of the journey was to walk along North end street, a busy high 
street in Croydon. The children gave out balloons, their keys of love messages 
and bookmarks to children, so many children received a bookmark with a bible 
verse. The parents were so pleased and receptive. 



We stood outside the entrance to the Whitgift centre and Centrale centre and 
blew more bubbles, declaring peace and joy.  

 
	

It was then time to go home. The children had given out all the balloons, their 
keys of love messages and bookmarks. 

We had extremely positive feedback from the children. We asked them for 
feedback using the following questions: 

 
What did you do? 
What did God show /tell you? 
How did you feel before you went? How do you feel now? 
What did you learn? 
What were the highlights for you? 
 
 
CHILD A 
What did you do? 
We helped and encouraged people to know God more 
How did you feel before you went? 
I felt nervous and scared because I have not talked to strangers before and 
you don’t know what they will do to you 
How do you feel now? 
I felt happy because I know that we have done good 



 
CHILD B 
We went around Croydon praying for people we don’t know and we gave out 
things to people like bookmarks, special keys. 
 

CHILD C 

First I felt a bit nervous but when I was doing it I felt brave and courage then 
I got more comfortable. 

CHILD D 

God told me that I was a prince. I felt nervous at first but when I finished I 
felt confident. I wrote messages and activities on the street like blowing 
bubbles and praying for people. I learnt about Jesus. My highlight was praying. 

CHILD E 

God showed me that He is with us. 
God reminded me that the is powerful and righteous. 
Today I prayed and gave out bookmarks and keys. 
Before I went out I felt excited and could feel joy in my heart. 
Now I feel really calm and pleased. 
The highlights for me were giving things to people and seeing their faces. 
 
CHILD F 
I loved doing prophetic stuff at Queens gardens 
God showed me his love around Croydon. 
 

CHILD G 
God told me to be helpful, make a way in everything. 
We went around Croydon and did declarations. 
I felt excited and happy and when I got back I felt God through me and I 
enjoyed blowing the bubbles. 
 
CHILD H 
God told me I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  He also said I’m a brave 
warrior. Before I went out I felt nervous, now I feel happy. 



My highlight for me today was the keys. 
I learnt today that God loves us all. 
 

The leaders also reflected on the day… 

Charlotte 
The highlight for me, was travelling through Croydon with our Christian group 
and children, we were being Jesus in the streets, just walking through being 
Jesus and conscious of his presence. We were being Jesus to all people; the 
elderly. To mums with young children to the homeless, the worried, to the busy 
market seller. God showed me people’s faces with troubles etched all over 
them. God told me to pray for these people. I gave a key with the tag: ‘you are 
special’ to a worried Eastern European woman, she was grateful. 
 
Rachel 
Sooo lovely to do the stuff here in Croydon. Wonderful to see the kids’ 
boldness, the smiles as people received. 
Meeting old friends and new plus being a team, together. 
Highlights 
Market stall holders asking for more balloons to tie on their stall 
Girl who was called Tia and the clue was Mia. 
God spoke to me through the visuals, how he leaves the 99 sheep to find the 
one in the gutter. 
 
Shereen 
God showed me that he wants to use children to make a difference. 
I feel glad how God used us all to be a blessing. I helped my daughter and 
encouraged her to be bold. I felt unsure of what was going to happen and I 
learnt never to underestimate children! 
The highlight was seeing the children give out balloons. 
We are all children of Father God – dearly loved and cherished by Him – we are 
walking in faith and victory and in the power of Jesus! Amen. 
Our childlike faith can move mighty mountains!! How easily and with genuine 
gratitude the market stall holders received the “Boost” bars. God answers 
prayers and wants to bless those we meet. To see the smile on the children’s 
faces with their balloons and bookmarks, praise Jesus! 



Janet 
Working across denominations, other churches, other leaders. 
The witnessing and testimony of children showing what God can do.  
Parents’ desires for their children.  
Children hearing from God and the amazing and powerful messages they 
received. 
Children learning how to hear from God. 
People were so blessed from being given a ‘Boost’ all pleased, saying thank you, 
happy faces. 
Balloons on stalls. 
One woman asked us to pray for her especially the children. 
The willingness and response of children to declare Gods message. 
Willingness to learn, receive and respond. 
 
Alaina 
We spread God’s love in Croydon! We blessed people and gave people running 
the market stalls a ‘boost’ bar of encouragement; such a simple thing yet so 
effective! We just loved people and people received from us well. God reminded 
me that He still speaks today and He cares for us all. I felt a little nervous 
before going, not just for the children but for myself too. It didn’t take long 
for me to feel encouraged! It was amazing to see how bold the children 
were/are and how their confidence and excitement in God grew, particularly 
after Treasure Hunting! I learnt that we need to take a step of faith and trust 
God to work. He is a God who saves. He is Love. He heals the broken and He is 
completely and thoroughly GOOD! The highlight was seeing the children’s 
confidence grow in response to what God did as well as God quietly reminding 
me of my identity in Him. Very special! Good times! Happy days!  
 
Suzanne 
God showed us how enjoyable it is to do his work. 
I felt excited about the day and what it would bring. 
I felt blessed to have impacted so many lives with the simple things that the 
children did. 
Faith being enlarged for the adults for their children, seeing God work through 
them. 
 



Bernard 
It was a small beginning with a big vision!  How wonderful to be with children 
who are developing a heart to bless people in their town through gifts, 
encouraging words and pray for God's kingdom to come. 
 
It would be good to repeat it sooner than 12 months from now as I believe 
momentum will grow, especially if some of the same children return. They can 
grow in confidence and using their authority, to pray for the sick (bossing 
sickness) and which truths to speak over people, situations and Croydon. 
 
 

 

 
Janet Packer July 2017 


